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The following information concerning the issuance 
of previous passports to the subject was set forth in his • 
passport file: 

On May 1, 1939, Passport Number 614947 was issued 
to the subject. In his application for that passport, subject 
stated he desired to travel to Mexico, England, and France 
for a visit of one yearns duration for the purpose of study 
and writing. 

On September 17, 19i|0, the subject, by letter to 
the Passport Office, requested the return of Passport Number 
614947 which was taken from him-by Immigration authorities 
at the Mexican border on June 15, 1940. Subject stated that 
or October 15, 194°* he intends to take a trip to the Soviet 
Union and will depart from San Francisco en route to Vladivostok 
via Yokahama, Be stated he will be making this trip as an 
invited guest of the League of Russian v.’riters and the purpose 
of the trip will be to study the national minority problems 
existing in the Soviet Union. 

On September 27, 1940, the Passport Office, by letter 
informed the subject that there vaB no imperative necessity 
for his journey to the Soviet Union and that the Department 
of State was unable to validate his passport for the journey. 

On May 13, 1941, subject, by letter to the Passport 
Office, requested renewal of his Passport Number 614947 in 
order to permit him to travel to the Soviet Union and China. 

He stated he intended to depart from the United States at 
San Francisco on July 21, 1941 for travel to Vadivostok via 
Kobe, Japan. Subject stated the purpose of his trip would be 
to write news articles for the Associated Negro Press, 3507 
South Parkway, Chicago, Illinois. 

On June 24, 1941, the Passport Office, by letter to 
the subject, informed him that the Department of State did . 
not believe that accredited American Journalists should be 
permitted to proceed to the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union 
fcas disposed to be more lenient toward the travel of United 
States representatives. . - - 
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port Office 11 advised 't.hot 6 h 8 ? b i eC j*., b I letter to the Pass- 
nn i^n r* ?ni V i sec ^ intended to travel to France 

the caio-eitv stated that his wire serves him in 

hp ^ secre tary and research worker, and inasmuch 

ILL r ®?f esent the publication, -Twice a Year" ?o 
F ench public, writing articles about French literai'v 

o d ? V t e L° P r n S ^^ Stablishi ^ contacts for the distribution 
f the periodical, and seeking manuscripts for reproduction 
in America, it** necessary that she accompany S 

Apr 4 ^2* Passport Number 61^829 was 

only! On ™^ dated for travel to France 

for two Tern " It «■?;?*<’ subject's passport was renewed 
;?”I° years. At the time of renewal, the subject stated 

pose of servings 60 *2 Franoe since K *?> 1946, for the pu£- 
Prfss! f 1 £ as a Correspondent for the Associated Negro 

, A-i-, a -u^ n L :ar ? h Passport Number 122 was issued 

to the subject at the American Embassv, Buenos Aires 

tff 4 s a P?lication for that passoort, the subiect 

a-ated he desired a passport in order to visit France Haiti* 
England, Italy, Switzerland, and Belgium. ’ Halti ’ 

_ . ’On November 26, 1951, the American Embassv Paris ' 

and't^^fh*^* 6 Paris 

»nd ?? to tba problem of racial discrimination in general 
and to its manifestations in the United States in particular 
It was further stated that the subject has been using as^ 
instrument for his publicity, a group to which he h£f 
the name of "Franco-American Felbwship.*> 6 

/)Jf L . t< / ■" ✓/ t; .* / / c u-f~ 

to? ° n F ® b ? us - r y 2i » 1952, the subject's passport Number 

tw ° years at the American Embassy, London 
^idi^-'at^fi^i^i 1116 ° f T re ^ ewal » sut, J e ct stated he was 
occupation London « England, and pursuing the 

C ( ' ■ • 

to ‘the aub^pr^of 11 ^ Passport Number 2538 was Issued 

f t^ e Anerican Embassy, Paris, France. Ph his 
jffi 1 , c f bl °f r :for , bbatlESS ? ort > the subject stated he was Residing 
born iir-nHc’ ^^V^^bC'-ICZ, and two children, JDLI AV^HIGHT , 

hnnn ^= ril ^i 6 , 4 Erookly* New York, and RACHELN.’RIGHT, 

born January 17, 1949 at Paris, France. * 
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contained In'the^ je°ct inf °™*tion 
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published an frtlcle'entltie^/*“ Tork " BeraW Tribune* 

»s Intolerant" In which w-ith* £ egro Artl °l« Criticised Reds 

that hie Co^unlet plrt, L^er?h?o r ^°^? d t0 have etat « d 

from the latter cart of lwH hIP ! N “^ lj covered the perlo 
hie earl, assoc la tlon^ith^eco^, K rt , to W, « 

In 1937 when, he ealS, he wa. ln Chicago wae b£ok 

stated that he was re-lnsUtL T« ?l« P 1 * Part J- *rig 

ship with the Part, until 1940 / However^VMchtf lDe<5 * r8lQt 
fretjuentl, ln the ’’Dali, Worker" Lrlnr tofv®* appea: 

was reported to be a memhpr and 194^» Vrigh* 

Refugees as of March 6 to) p - e American Committee to Save 

was fisted as one of the officer? Ir ?£ ?t r 8aber 1942. he 
Vrlters advocating a second front Lea£Ue of American 

Committee to Save Refugees has be*n°r« * The Amcr ^can 

l “ b "“ “ Ccnaunibt b, th. £££“ VMl *“ 

published an *ar t lclo 'entitle ^"^Triert^t '* tlantlc Konthly- 
which Wright discussed his etrlleli lL °<S * Co ««“l«t" In 
Party member in Chicaco and tcurh^rf , per j;^ nces aB a Communist 
In trying to prelent %S ? & t $LK 0bl ! , “ he feeed 

considerable publicity was civ*n vv i a ^ault 

Worker" neweoaper. hX folSL ™&i*/5? lelea ln the '°* l: 

In the August 6, 1944. Issue of the "tellj Worker 1 "' 'Sin 
Davis, Jr., referred to Vrirht and u Benjamin -J , 

"public and wholly unjustifiable attaeV^on ealled Vri c ht«s 
Darla referred to Wright's claim of wf.v.5 Consaunlets." 

i5£5.XL!? le ' M 

end there l^no^ndfcatlon^i^o^f Ues fefJcU-* - ***' 191,6 
erer returned to the United staUs. reflect! 
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f—- . KKfflSlx 1 

S&SS US*- 1 JVjjgg 2S5Si:' 

front" and wh.*.eh was S«“® r “ | t ^ attended by Wright who had 

raoial and foreign. Thl f v- weB as much a Communist 4a 

publicly renounced Comunism, but ns 

he hed over been# (A/ 

'* On December 16, 1951, another 

ducting ^^^ li |^® e 0 ^p S ^^orSnlsed°almost entirely by 
. ' Richard 1 Wright, American writer. lU Konsieur^® ^^ose/t^ be a 
- France, immediately after World War II, ^ t8 U ^ 0 were stu- 

aponsorship for 70 'f^^ l t ^ Q , or its organisation several of the 
dents in France. At the tljn effect that the group was 

students had made statements to the effect tnas £ the 

•leftist" in the nature «* «• « ^^Urgels ofattaeka from 

JS^-’SrS«2S‘5 «?«• - 

perpetuate "ancle Tam Literature Methods. (J^U) 

_ -a iQtfi ,ti American citisen, then living 
On December 10, 1951, .tudent, had bean 

in Paris, advised that her nle » o.iimnhlp Group by Richard 
invited to Join Pr^o-Amwlcan Pellwship or ^ 

Wright, who ateted T1 t tha welfareof the American Hegro, Aeoord- 
aons" interested attended one meeting of the oar- 
ing to the informant, the nieo *vi„t deanlte Its denials 

ganlietlon and came to the eor^lusion ^t deaplte l^^ t - 

I girl had known it in the United States, 

-he foregoing information Is ftaiished to you 

« fo-^T meand should 

not^be*disseminated outside of your ageney. - ' 
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SitJcjt: rirs4r Oo^jrcGc of the Prefer. ^ £fi*i-jci;fcr 

" ‘ 4/ 'i* <C e 

sin ray 


RECEIVED FROM 

MAY I 8 iyb*3 

STATE DEPT OHB 


© 


0/C- 
3 Z >-4 

.Attacjress of Scholars of the Hc^'O Jorld’, sjxsoscred/fcy t3ve leftist 
r ^-Inc . i3 scheduled to tale place In Paris September 19 

*9? 3 * T^ SfrT, fECTixzi ncjro oq the Executive Omit tee of 

the Presence Ai rl caine and fomer Ccmjuist Party nxiber, believes 
that, throi^i a careful selection oC_phe American Delejitioa to the 
Coojres=j tlie leftist tendencies /of the Congress can be neutralized. 
Kr. PIGTXU. Poll deal Adviser in the rreuch Ministry of Oversees 
tor.es, believes the ir^orcance of the Coojress ^ be 

unde res timted and that every cttenr.t sha:ld be »»dp to preserve 
the orientation of the Presence Afrl .w Try* to the West. 


<utl 

Eurt- 

'SUjte 
(9 m/f - . 

i/A*-, 
5 t-j. 
EtJ, 4 Jfi 
6 U-L 

p>-* 

OH.&-/ 

- 22 , /)/» 
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The Prfesen^e Africa!:*? 


. tiiich 


describes itself as a Cultural Review of the 


( 


T ». « » -r“: — ~ r .-. 1 . v : . . — — _ ui w**_- o juo>.^c. 

B pua^i cation, dw in its seventh year. The founder and publisher 

of the P r£ s ense Afrv seine is r&*. Alioune DIG?, a rattier liberal but strongly Catholic 
necro, fonaeriy a resident of Daher but new 11 vine ^ Paris. Hie orientation of the” 
article^^peerinc ^ the Presence Af rl calne appears to be definitely to^tnc left. 

Aloe ffiSAIRE, Ccccmist Deputy fros Ifarfcial<x»ae and a poet, end Ren6 ICrCSTPE, a 
end alleg ed to be a Dcnber of the Ccccunist Party, are both contributing rxebers of 
the Coral ttoa for Presence Afrlcalne . Other Canlttee nenbers include:' A. ADAIDE, 

S ; °* A# S1YIDI, A. ih J>j3Lt, B. D.\£ E, B. FELE, A FFJKELEJ. II Paulin JOACHIM . 

J. KX, Sx^at KUO, D. »‘iIC25I, Dlcol DiVIDnCJ, UYURAI, CWCOA, Ray AU2RA, A. SADJI, 
and A. WAJ3B. 7 

Ihe B a b assy hes bean infarned that Presence Afrioaine for a tine received a subsidy 
freen the French Gcr.emsent uliich was cubsoqucaray' discontinued because of the leftist 
euU -colonial end genemlly irre spans ible nature of its editorial nolicy'. 


/7 /s /* • ^ 


t / 


Hie Be em b er 1955-January 1^5^ issue of, Presence Afrlcalnc carried, oxqg 
advertisenents , >n Appeal to Blach Writers end Artists ^ printed in botli French cad 


: JUCfc Ulbw | 


Ea^liah, ulrlch csonstitutod an open invitatioQ to 
World, 8ched-uled to tabe piece in Paris, September 
the naoe3 of ei^atecn people ccc^jrisinc tho ^ccirti 
lainoo^rsphed reprint of the invitation, cony~of ~ 
this despatch, was iJRibceruently addressed to the 
that thhv Oni^pd' States naubers qp the Eaeebtivc 
fo aephj De \fL*>KIT lJL end Ridxird vrjCH?. 

PfltJItoman/dJ 


>, /<? V i 


v- 



ss of Sa iolers of the Bejro 
(9“S?j 3sr~fnvitatiOQ bore 

Confess. A 
(l) to 

^Officer. noted 

In cl -^e ‘ £c^i s^VrpTRO^ 
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car 
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if 

Sd» PJ -q 

^sjris 

,fesSS&S &T- - 

wwM^a Bcnbcj. ^ ^ ^JO^eatj Bill ttoaU, kj hiaself 

t2~ - ** 5S i’Ksig’S SS2g£ iss i^SiSKS « 

OsaCPeao, nasca tfii-i vrere rjbsocinli/S^^ QQaes tf Possible 

MC^ew , ' .; JUSCH »“ e stl v tamed over to H-. Uri^tj 

/ Bi salon ecalact Ets^SSticc! ** C ’'* C ° 1 ’' c; ' il:;t; State Ccc- 

Ahoon-iQ^s 

r ° r *" to -** -o&b* • toco • 

An Aaeri^sn in India" 1 . 01 ptv? 

ggVe TT- 

'•■ - e^fern^Jcaidf, ^^°^5i p , f- 3tcr > 135th street 
Africa. ’ *• c * ““ written severed boa’s ca 

RaPJT, Chr l 

^3 tEa ^ Q - 

Africs; author of tlac P-'ti^i* ~ Lepcn oe; lien viol ted 

m April, 195 the Prc^’, to be 

Georpo 

' . ifcu Vorii editor of ff „v, _ . _ 

«*tor m Ifc*t> **„. ^cr 'i'imu-ix^rt ^ ^ 

tbeo “* ^^tlas furnished hi= *• the -ws. ' ' '* ' ' 

to U.t or emoted dole^tea he e£tS?*^ «J «^d 

tuJ30CJ - zzcoojod oaj had already 



CgsirrCT/” 


lA/fi(6frT ( A, (oQ 


1 
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V - V ' :: 
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r ^ V <*v. w 

/ rv, v« Paris 

his cun Initiative, it* „ , 

/•» • ■u.S ! fSS r ‘lH”,P c ?*<“ *•<• uuSi^ES? iS £*,?"2?“- ■» 

SSfs rasa 

rhR s = ss?s\^£“R 

| g***. ncdbStf tte 

fe^Msss^Hlsv 3 K £S® “ 

^ 011 ?* U3t ** **ts .-or tte **• «W. nS vas 

Poliey end Pro^^' ^ ^US^irw*. ^'■ I J 't E) ' Affairs Adviser rw~ 

*^ 3 * SKSi; 

„ / turned over to M • iwm,* 

SBEI. arr i>. ,„ ^ to H. . Uricht , 

ciss^on against Y# C- ' State Cte- 

ror to. ^ centric to «**, B ^ f •■ to= , ca . 


S^>rc, Sooaer". 

Virginia; 

/In /fcx. ^.oas in ia£i a *» s °" ^v T oc 2Wuqph'* pry* 

£^^307, Roy » n. 

^:£SafAS;Tt? §ML‘^* fcstor » lsxh *»* 

Aftlca. ’ c * *a wrtttea scverol tocCs cq 

RO^IT^Ceri 

fOT Jt ^c- 

ATrica; author exf *5ae P^ti^ ( ~; ercnje > ^ visited 

lo April, 195 “* *“ **«* » &* to te rSishea 

0C!IJVLCR r Ceorpe 

- Jcu Vsrii editor ft?* <*v . 

®Wtor to Ifc-ro Prose; has^^ g; V^.^ rt ^ ^ 

tte=»*^ a ^ 1 ^ t a l |^? = ^ toa Kcoesticcc fvm-shed hi= v- the v« '' 

to a U.t of ousted dclo^tes he hed **» ***** 

■ L ea ^?03cd and h^d already 

Cggjj^rTtAT. 
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V Y canW^x © *** 3 

■ ^W-' u ~ Desp. Do. 21^5 

Pori s 

forwarded '£=0 Hr • ftp v rxiTTrr^ t', „ _ y . .• _ 

the Advancement of Colored °£ ^ f4ST11 ^* al Association for 

Mr. Wilkiao, sucoestod that Mr! vni-?^ ^ fon^rdlnc tlie Hot of names to 

before aouodl^t each ** the Department 

the American Deleft lea. ^HlA 2 Dess to serve as a penber of 

Mr. Wrist's Hot included the following tH£ 3 : 

ETXT SCO, Ralph 

in It £«! leCturer ' «" 

KUrs, Chester 

I?- veil at fren Chio. 

HBGi U" S , Ianrs toe 

Poet, novelist, end author of children’s stories. 

/ * J. a/ 

Pop-Ha:’ historian fra Br/Ycrh City. 

ParjT. Carl ' 

^Sorter for ML re® spoils Star p-^ Trlb-rr^/ 

Vllliar Gardner 

• n,, sad <3 curn& llst; currently enclosed la Paris on 

Far Eastern test of Aoenje Freese Prcle. 

5XJLSCn t flulvin B# 

°* L:berla ^ professor of English at 
Lon^tcn University, Ohlahocn; soa is Fulbritfit Fellow in Paris. 

Sine3 > Busies and Hr. Bnith, whose ares arromr in 
•**” ^ tawe taea tmaalated into ftcai:, as hav^'tS^" 

~-*V JOSSELSOJ, toe risen Executive Secretary of tie Coacress for ant,™, 
.Freedos, has expressed eensiderahle interest in «** for+i^Zl^Xf 33 f Cultural 
Fresenac Afrisainc enl has c»i llTot f °fthsa=ii)G Coojress of the 

to dlscasTlib'lcnUastiaos salie nf ^ P?® 33 ?,' 5° ^ sug3C3Uoo of tfr. Wri^jt, 
AnfluewS. 601 to of.er his coUaloratioo In oastettlaG Occxinllst 

POrtant gr^, a w of 

£^“2? felt that every effort should te osde to orient the 

^ We f t V ,t * Pi ^ XIQ be was £Lec that the Obncre^o was acbeduW^^f 0 *'^ 
Plfioe in Paris this year but be thou-** it to tel® 

v&re ttfton, Dext hSd^ - 

Enclosure: 


£±2££* Africeine .^.H^^^ 

lb5-^ui., 195 • issuo. 


* ^feirtlnlinir / 


Robert P. Jay® 
tonselor of nnbacoy ^ 




Im£i $ttr, 


P ' - , 

S£ inschfe 

All A?K£L TO ELACu ITHTCRS A HD A3TI3TS 


: oe 1 

'closure Do. 
I'spp* Do. 21 .* 
Tnria 


tohe the Initiative^ nec Un^° to^ett^a^i^ 3 “^. A f tirt3 01,5 C°1 og to 
situated sal vJnt tteir 3 TC=iri^« “* 

the C%SL^ «» «tf 

Such t liberation enables ^ to 30 ^Jree. 

tiomLin bctucea i>n bein's t* <.. j„ ^-^evous of the exact rcla- 

ooleJ^- by oelf^sorc^S^ai art Uo dtoea3iocs 

real self. Utile techaics arc fiai^hZ^'a* to «?« S3 Ws 

total Units, it is art -cne— to-* thc 1 ocej-nny; o. the world's 

delineate, the tost -j^of^lea that ^ 

cultural appetites of oil • tbo 

Uheyise it void have been to oe'^2 t?Sill^..^ 

fmo^oa off the oainal, vcjetatle oc 6 

«■ initia- 

real ecpimticas of petnlcr^^.r^f^fe integrate the 

they Bust be hceid oSi^,ctpiSd. ' ' soasiac ^ i “«• ^ the Dane, 

eoeicV, clave his can fa-; ^.^tse anenetar of Dodem 

vocation; ia other to sIel li^it cn everyone 's cultural 

of his solidarity uith'SuSr^ an! ^v^ldf* teV * :,eE ' 111 e ' e ^ Me a «ase 

^ the last to aspire 

bcoouoc tbey Mn *t tliou.-ii"- it fv^.^5? 13 ~k illtlc3 * ^ civilizaticos. 

neats, are rearing the ms!: (HcdnfS? ^thS^'n 00 too3s Bct ^* 

cultural life bc\n- no-G-sar-^ <v> expression of 

nom acutely tl^fL^^-™ “ £ * «* civilisoticn, we fcS 

A* first cC aU, t* W ^tSJS^S^S^ SS^ 

oeas^raxsito of "the^resS^^^ccsi^tf^n^'tf ^ *** 

5hey am scattered aal often isolated ^ t ? a ‘ T oaxyx '- lot. 

is not sufficiently turned to profit. Jrr( «>liacp tidrve their personality 
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E&closure B:> 2 
Beep. Bo. 2155 
Paris 

a Oo^CP^ss can face a task of euch rwmi«-.vk> «?**. , * 

to uu amS, 

« sssa^rets ^*ssrs»;sfst;. < ^ l 5^- » 

«* eaoiao toortler with uo me ** COTX “ ■*** 

1) ttv Desrocs of culture rtsaJL 

2) O* cootributlcn of Hcjroes to terra culture. 

?< Si?? 53 ',®?? 2 * 3 * frcn3 tijGt tjrify-our people's genius. 

' *** 10 ^ eatabli3iEd w^tii the nodera world 

61 Sa t t^f‘ Sa;:1C SJ^ J4 ^ clven to <** w= * 3 ^ outters. 

t; Aid to ycrjrg writers end ertlsts* 

TliC first Congress of Scholars of the Ife/ro ifarld tHii Kr» wa^ > _ 
frm tte 19th to tte 2ixL Septoter 1055. “ mtellelaia 

dertefcS^ P ?S C !„ eni , r T iendly 0003 ere United to urteld ead help our ua- 
oertc^iog, just as scholars of the Jl£to tfo-id «-« v~T , 

tteir cloture eai active ooSSSlT to back our plan 

of ttei^l^/^ 313 "* lDvltoa *° ** Cct ^ 33 to °ere ceosidereUai 


ft? ter AB?/JIVG 
Lorais Ajcrroac 
Bafi AITHEAM 
Bahib BuEHA 
rfrofeasar BU3IA 
Prof oaoai' BIGEA2ZJ 
Jaocpiiinc BAIZR 
Aire CESAITE 
Bene IEPEf^FE 
Cyprien ESE3SI 
Ben EU^CEAU 
Hr. ELLAS 
ftui 1£L\20LIE 
Rene RAP.AS 
LLvidscQ IUCCL 
Leopold Sedar S L i&lilK 
Adoc SUOTLA 
Richord WRIGZZ? 


'Afrlque du Sud) 
U.S.A.) 

1 Gold Coast) 
Soudan) 

Gold Coast) 
ntoerla) 

U.SJU) 
.Martinique) 
'Haiti ) 

B coring 
I7.0eria 
nioeria 
Dohcoey; 
Martinique) 
Sierra Leooe) 
.Senegal) 
ni^srla) 

U.SJl.) 


cor 
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^pR R fH-° N c Q^tained 

r\ * Tr 


MA f te c 

fujf. 33 ; 

JWN5EXHE 


August £2 # 195^ 


HICHARD/^miGET^ ^ ^ ^^ r Jl 
Born I September 4» 1908 
latches, Mississippi 


Mans? 
AUG 23 IS 

MSM ECHEC 

UP 

, Reference is made to your request for copies of 

investigative reports in the event the captioned individual 

has been investigated by^this Bureau. • 

^ • 

In reaponae %o your r.queat , there are attached 
alx report* In the eaae entitled "Richard Rathanl.l^Mrlght,' 

aoo-l*746h) r#1 * t# t0 th# • ttb ^ t ®f yonr Inquiry.* 

"ddiMon, you are referred to the Bemorandua 

Br.Yio^i» ? £^? d ^4 1 f h -’ d,t,d ,ttly 8 * 19SJ *' 1,111611 w »* 

previously furnished to your agency. 

«ie foregoing information is furnished to you as 
a result of your request for an FBI file check and is not 

*~A<l+A 0 n t t r ued Clearance or a nonolearance of the 

individual involved. This information is furnished for 

’* aae and should not be disseminated outside of your 
cy. 


'UP© 8 (£) 


USIA 


id one to 
U7-56 

*CAA 0$Ve— * 






— ^ USIA, requested a search for main fil< 
iat only copies of investigative reports of the 
Investigation were requested. Reason for requesi 

M'iS&S&SS !; l Tl 

*»»«*■ 
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3/18,20/58 


HEW YORK 


a> 

RICHARD WRIGHT 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


7 \ 

On 2/13/58, at American Embassy, Paris, France, subject ' //JT, 

executed a sworn statement In which he stated he had been a ■.//-** 
member of the Communist Party from 1932 to 19l^. He previously, P 
submitted detailed sworn statement at Paris on 9/lo/hlU &. 

which he stated his disaffiliation with the Communist gj^jpp 1 >. 

came about because of a series of ideological dispute K 
communist officials. On 2/13/58, subject executed application 
for passport at Paris, France, in which he stated he has 'tXV 

resided outside the United States since September, 1949, and ^ 
that his date of return to the United States is indefinite. ^ 
On 2/21/58, Department of State authorized Issuance of pass- ■ 

port to subject. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


HERE!?; IS UNCLASSiFJED 
DATEf^L^BYsa^ 


On March 18, 1958, Miss KART HARRY, Legal Section, ; 

Department of State, made available to SA MIC 
the passport file of RICHARD WRIGHT, A reviow 
sclosed the following information: . 
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xvpart Is kwmari to yon br tbm FH. 


K ser n owntemts 


to ' be dkrtrlbatod 


ip&OfrT, 1 , tfo 
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^ f th rdd t0 PBI ^«8tifati^T P#< 2 tteit # 

““ •“*« V^£2 SS^g; 

raport In •». 1 1 *° ™I lnr«*tl,- l 

Security Matter f C" cnn*! 4 r Rlchu * d *«thantel £r! 
eh»ek reque.t. C • #n ®»«U»e the .ub Jett of Jtt 

ii«t of thf^co^ittaf^o^f’ ?‘ 1 f ht, « >>^« qijMt 
pubiiahed in the March a ? *V BN “ d * r . , »Mo 
|?V' P !°P le, « Voice" haa been^f/tfa*? 9 J f th * " I> *oj 

;.e - s™** mn^j; S’ri;* *■««.*.« .a 


published „ SticS'-imf «£"* ■ 
Rods As Intolerant" V ^ e S**o 

•tatad that hia^mr^« ^2 h tfrl Sbt i 

Original and one to G-2 /uO 

^ : 7/6 /55 

-^!^ hrb , • ■ RECORDED - gl /•••• 

Enclosure "£> • ..^ryrn .81 


Toll on 

Board mac _ 
KtchoLa _ 

Belmont 

Her bo 

Bohr 

Parsons _r_ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

Yincerrowd 
Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 
Gandy 



too period ft fan the latter part of 1932 or ear I t oart «f 

« 93 ri f° 194 ° ’ M * ««*ly association vithtti ?®Lani*t 
Jn Chicago was broken in 1937 . »&en, he a aid, he «» 

;* rt 7* **Ufc* **»t*<J that he vac re- 
Instated in X9T? «nd maintained a relationship *ith the 
Farty until 194 O. Ro waver, Wright 1 s name appeared 
lVo q^ntly In the "Daily Worker" daring 1941 19ii2. 

Wright was reported to he s isenber ofth© JLnerican 
Connittee to Save Refogoes as of March 6 . 19 h 2 * 
on Soptorher 18 , 1942 , he was listed as one of th» officers 

f 0 ® 1 ** 0 ® 21 JMtors, advocating a second front 
for Baropo. The Anorican Comittee to Savo Refugees has been 
cited as a Cannanist front by tho Special Comitteo on to- 
Anerioan Activities, Report of March 29, 1944, and the 
League American Writers has been cited by the Attorney 
Ooncral of the ttiited States pursuant to Executive Order 1045C 

Tho August, 

"Atlantic Monthly* 

article entitled *1 Tried to be a Corrnunist* 

In idiich te-i^ht dlecuasod his earliest experiences** a 
Farty nenber In Chicago and touched upon th* 
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. * to lndltiawl *o lives In Turin, Franco, 

DM^ a «JV* C# ??! r ' 1951 ' that ®*fifrt retained hie 
felted States eltlesnshlp and lived off Mo book royalties 

** le *’ Hs reported that be had attended a * 
neetlng **lch ira t a “Comamlet front* and which was 
Sens rally critical of American polities, racial and forelim 

oDinl^tw Vt * ‘^ ad ? d ** Vfrl E ilt *nd It was the Informant* i 
tha * ® Ten ^onsb Wright had public ally renounced , ^ 
Cwjaun^a, he was as awch a Comunlst as he had ever been.fta 

9e° ;° j i^ 7 ^ %~ 3 V 951 , another Oorernnental ' 

thfl I ^Jo^ nau<: « 1 ' ns « lnte i lie ® nce ljrrs8ti K a tlone reported that 

^?lcan^rU 9 *r? r !^onai:Sr 8t 

Le frine., Paris, France, Immediately after Vofld War II 

artiata * rponeorahlp for young writers, 

artists, and poets who were students In France. At the 

°££&nlratlon: several of the students had Bade 

the ^nature of ftt 2f f * Ct S 1 * 0 ®? *** "leftist* In 

wf lts dl8etts «lo&«» According to the Informant, 

group we £* the kargets of attacks from one 
Janes Baldwin, a young Megro writer who was A student In 
fsrls. Baluwln attacked the hatred themes otz the Wright* a 

1118 Franco -Afterlcan PellowsMp 
Group to Perpetuate “Uncle Ton Literature Methods. 8 */ ^ P 

2® December 10, 1951, an American eltlsen, then 
Baris, advised that her niece, who was a student 

^ T “ 9d Franco - American Fellowship * 

up by Sic hard Wright, who stated that the group was 

’nilltant persons* Interested In thTSslfrre of 

^ft.!^u5 lean * ee T?* According to the Informant, the nleoe 
attended one meeting of the organisation and came to the 

e^on. 8 ^ 0 ^ 113 ? 4 d08 P 1 *° lt8 d8 nlsls of Communism, the gronp 
espoused the Communist Tarty llne= as the girl had kno Jr?” 

in the felted States. ^ ( lOO-lSw^jJ 
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^ § m i f ,, Refe ^ DC « i* *^d© to jour specific request for 
., 0 > Information reflecting captioned Individual* defection 
from the Communist Party. 

5 o « 

* reriew of our files reflects that s seeurity-typi 

B SrSjMfHi 0 ? Zl* « 5 n<5 “ ct ? a 1 % 3 -I 9 i ;6 on a RlehaJd W 

® ~£^*y ~^V i -1 W i 1 - ' 18 ld * ntleal *ith the captioned Indt- 

X yl^al* 8 lnM leh L W !i V 0rn ?“X ept8mb * r 4 * 1906 , -In Hatcher, 
Llcsissippi. He claims eight years of elementary school 

/ education and professes experienbe as s novelist, playwright. 

- P 0 ® 1 * * rd newspaper reporter. In 1935 he worked on the 

Federal Writers Project in Chicago and sold articles and 

§ X % C Jtcries t Z m ? ga ? lneB * Tn *937 he worked on the same 

*f v. \ Yo r^ City. At that time he also did seme 

| V *1 W S^ ^r the "Daily Worker" and became a contributing 

cil £ dlto r , Kew Hasses." Both of these publications 

have been citew as organs of the Communist party by the 
Conriittee on Un-American Activities, Report. 

■&%% January 3 , 1939 . ' * 9 

*%% - : ... 

4 -v. b On Harch 21 , I 9 i; 2 , Wright *s name appeared on the Yii 
Cocmlttee t© Free Earl B^wder," which was published 4 
M' K » r f h 19 ^» issue of the "Peopled Voice." The "Peop: 

^ T^f? C if ? a8 b ^° n the California Committee on Un-Ameri< 

E> Activities, Report, 19 ^ 6 , as among the publications found "to 
a J nmunist initiated and controlled or so strongly influsncsd i 
jgk to be ln the Stalin solar system" * v L! 
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USIA requested additional information 
i£htin connection with USIA employee 
^ USIA specifically requested in 
Tarry defection by Wright 
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v CUJ^dT INTOnUAtyx - CObQ IM^AL 

- . 88344 ; 

MOTE TO SAC *9 Chicago 9 ylos Angeles, Mobile , and Mom York 


For the neat stance of all off tees receiving 
copies of instant communication , there to attached a 
copy of a self-explanatory memorandum dated Mo v ember BO, 
1953 , which was received from the Department ao moll 
ae a copy of the petition filed by the Attorney General 
with the Subversive Activities Control Board seeking 
to cause the registration af the captioned organisation # 


Bureau files reflect that each of the 
individuals referred to in the attachment ts well known 
to the office in the area in which he ts believed to 
res idem 


In the absence of any tftformation tn your 
files which would make such action inadvisable , 

Bureau authority is granted to conduct the requested 
interviews • 

In view of the distinct possibility that 
the hearing relative to the captioned organisation 
before the Subversive Activities Control Board will 
commence in the near future, it is desired that the 
results of your action in this regard be submitted in 
memorandum form suitable for dissemination to the 
Department to reach the Bureau no later than 
December 17, 1953 , 
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August IS, J353 


MICHAUD VSIOBT 


In annvtr to four inquiry Bet forth In 
reference communication, we have mo objection to 
ifour furnishing information previously furnished 
us concerning Richard Wright, providing that we t 
tn no wa y indicated as the source of the tnforma 
You are further advised that the identity of the 
sources furnishing the information contained in i 
memorandum to you cannot be divulgedm 


■ I T) I'l.'f.z 

Legal Attache 1 
London , England 


1 - Foreign Service Desk 


ALL INTCHYATION CONTAINED 
HERE inis unclassified , 

*>*•«* IXCLFT VVHZTvE SHOViX,^ 

“• OTHERWISE 
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An indt uidual who fives in farts, Trance, advised in 
December, 1951$ that bright regained his United States citizensht 
and lived off his bock royalties' from American sales . Ee reports 
that he had attended a meeting ohi ch was a * Communist front " and 
which was generally critical of American policies 9 racial and 
foreign . uhis meeting was attended by Wright and it was the 
informant 9 s opinion that even though Wright had publicly renounce 
Communism, he was as much a Communist as he had ever been m £ rjf\ 

*Gn December 16, lyp^yanufmientified source reported 
that the Franco~Amert can Fellowship Group was organized almost 
enti rely by Richard Wright, American writer, lb Monsieur Ls 
Prince, Paris, france, immediately after World War II, and was 
supposed to be a sp onsor ship for young writers, artists, and 
poets who were students in France . At the time of its organisati 
several of the students had made statements to the effect that 
the group was "leftist" in the nature of its discussions . Accord 
to the informant, »ri ght and his group were the targets of 
attacks from one Jam.es Baldwin, a young Negro writer who was a 
student in Paris. Baldwin attacked the hatred thew.es of the 
fright writings and the attempt of the Franc o-Ameri can Fellowship 
Group to perpetuate n Unclt To* Literature Ee thods. " rfi r i\ 

(IK S. Army; 100-15J )i6h-jj) 

On December 10, 1951$ an American citizen , then 
living in Paris, advised that her niece, who was a student, had 
been invitea to join the Franco-Aneri can Fellowship Group by 
Richard wright, who stated that the group was composed of 
"militant persons" interes ;cd in the welfare of the American 
Negro, according to the inj ormant, the niece attended one 
meeting of the organization and came to the conclusion that 
fct despite its denials of Communism, the group espoused the Co*- f 
nun i st Party line as the g irl had known it in the U nited States. 

\>^ 1 QJ-157L4L-32J J 
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On July 28* 1944, the Mew York "Herald uhn.» 

Z Y *** 19 ' "**«•“ ^egro* Article Criticised Bed! aVTmtoTercnt 
»» mhich fright wae reported to have stated that hi a Com nuni»± 

^ r io 99 fl ^ er ^^ roughly covered the period from the letter mart 

VlllSr tarl \ Z art 0/ 1933 U 19 **. and & **rlv HVoetatto! 

the Communists in Chicago »ae broken in 1937 when he maid 

i* »“• the par *»' ^ight .taJTthatll wasroii 

ia%n e<t t™ * 93? Bnd mainta i*‘4 « relationship with the Parte rati 

rorker" B dui°ilo* il^ t i 8ht ^ 9 .o«* appeared frequently in the "Pally 
worker during 1941 and 1942. Wright was reported to he tTmlmh* 

-APtrlcan Committee to Baoe Befugeee ae of March 6 1942 

?* on September 16. 1942. he .ae luted ae one of the officers , 
the League of American Writers advocating a second front for CJ. 
Ihe American Committee to Save Befugeee hae been cited ae a 
Communist front by the Special Committee on Pn -American Aetivlti, 
Beport of March 29. 1944. and the League of American BrtUrl ill 
been cited ae Communist by the Attorney General . 

(6-2; 100-157464-5 , 13) 

ruhn.k * tTle Au £ tt * t e 1944 » toouo of the "Atlantic Monthly " 
mhiih trinT+ j ^ tide entitled "J Tried to be a Communist" tn 

.1 dis % us / ed *<« earltes t experiences as a Communist 
^„ r t U * eRb * r ia Cnlcago and touched upon the problems he faced 
in trying to present hie oi vn Ideas to the Party. As a result 
considerable publicity .as given Wright's articles In the "la’lly 
orker newspaper. In his column entitled "Hew Times*" published 

navi** Au V U8 * 6 s 19 ^» i88ue °S the " Daily Worker," Benfar.in J. 

r f^?C re<i fri 9ht and to what he called Wriaht'e 
public and wholly unjustifiable attack on the Communists." 

^ av \* referred to Wright’s claim of withdrawing from'the Co 
<n 1940. and asked why Wright waited until 1944 to make kto * 
break public. Mavis inquired whom Wright was trying to imnresa 
and indicated that Wright', attitude wis a /or . If lulsr-leftlsm. 

- frtS^t was classified as 4-T during World War JJ becaus , 

/.nln Tr ere i pty i ne 'i roai '' BU inter ‘3* i» the problems of the 
t.gro was almost an obsession. (100 -157464-1S) 

TfiQht left the United States for France in May 1948' 
and there is no indication in our files re Tlectina that h» *„• * 
over returned to the United slut r W c ? l - 2 * thQt *« h a 9 






cvRi'6frT,&. 



^FPROPP.IATE AGENCHS 
^(AKDFim Oil ICES 

s ijtDVTrn : v k:-jting 


: (ADVir. ~ . - 
I SLIP ^ 5 ) CP 
I DATE zJLZ 


Pet 

P 9 * , r, 

BICHARD t SIGHT SSQq C ' 


(pinvesUgaUo^^i^clidlcte^dllin^il^ii^^ol 

^iLiHU. mho is identical ®?tAtAe^capt^oned^tndtufduoT^ni?T~s^- 
*a S bcrn on Se P te*ber 4, 1908, in M/tche/flftss issTppU 

ei9ht V ear * of elementary school education ~and pro Teases 

if 1935 he MrleTZ 1 ^’ /A^r^ re P” U 

'old articles and short stories tfmagaUZs L lQ^ h S ° “H* 
on the same project in Mew Tork City . 9 At that Unfit il ffftf 

o7Mr^i°;aL^ s ''- ai ^j or r^r a,,<i b i came ° •«»*»■<*«% .2 *L, 

as organs of the Communist Party 6 by th f Special* Co -Zi tteT C< £ e<l 
Tricon Activities, Report, January 3, %3 9 . ‘ ° * 

_ „ L (100-157464 ) 

Of the "CoZi^eftf^a 'VSlf* 

Communist 'ini/tated anf%ontrflTed or so ft foil iTJrT* "J° be L 
to be in the Stalin solar system." strongly influenced as£ 
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©r. U rae@%%cr lf£l # the feller! information ecaceralac ftJbJ>rT vtr gitem 

the n^rc-&.?*Kir. rmaiMf ©a rr v«r ar.acited aiwept mtirriy t* » 
tlfhftrtf ir.!~*?j African vriur, XI Konrlear U Prince, P*:JS, trance, luedleUl; 
•fter the war (aV XI >, and vai axppee * Uhl ipostcrrUp far poynf vriUri,* 
hrtltVt e:id pocti p'* hen etude at* in Fmci, Iffjr-fT, **te porke are videlj 
twiln France ha 4 have bet.) inruliW foie urt Fure^ia Ua-y^i, wv 

U h» the f F»troa ef lrt p mr arrange lelmr an; affairi that vrn to 
he InUrartlotul In eharaeWr to effect the laterfuctioa if tie Acer leant and 
t.Vlr Irer.eh cyCntcrparir. Itythe inrr-tien ef tic r*tr>, Wr^ a/d the 
senaroeyot i/>i tner (jnet/ci.Tl*if*-« # I) Wf Y .T * , Cf , arr* |yfj.>rr) 

•err W17 frfendl) i?vd llx if the peuarrUri, taOlcJir]; the aurk erevd, 
to Hift hri/ WI r j 3 T act an/ af the jiiariton and iariW th*n to the 
ftffatrr that tha# /tcr*JLTT:^.K rnwif OE tr epoatortd, rx v ar 4rnc*§, 
rental r, a-vf cceiull partite • lean at tbit tlxe, te^re; cf the 


I- 


I rtodeUr a*d« ftat*e.»ntt to the effect that the pr.T) vat *lefiirt» ic the 
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General •delivery 
Los Angeles, California 


Dear Sir: ^ /T^ ]/* 

with enclosures'^ 11 acknCTTled S e receipt of your letter dated July 4, ^1945 

~h i ™ 

I want to thank you^or'yoS interest f!5 mitte + 1128 been carefull y noted, 
y i or your interest and courtesy in writing to this Bu£e 

to be of in^YtT^r^ ^u believ 

the Special Agent in Charge, Fed^al fr t f/ 0 COQaur,ica te with 

° WM s~»W iS'SX S: SS&K" 
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RliyJ — ^ ^ . j n \ / sirs i^yoL 


Very truly yours, 






John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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c/ o General Delivery 
Los Angeles, California 


o*i*» 


Dear Sir* 

with enclose.! 111 •° kno,led « e of >"» 1 * tter «»•<-«! July 4 , 1945, 

T which you have eubeiitted has been carefully noted, and 

t to thank you for your interest end courtesy in writing to this Bureau. 

a v - , th « •J« Dt you receive additional inf or»ation which you believe 

b ® V? t f re8 !’ J' 0 *** TBl> 1 want ^ 10 f ® el **•« to ccemninicate with 
he Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United Statea 
Department of Jtotle., 900 Security Building, Lo. AngeS. Cm£*5u^ 

fery truly yours. 
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October 4, 1945 
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w • c * 0 <> lr ledge receipt ef your letter dated 

September 27, 1945. 

— ♦ ****? eoat#nt ® f y° ur letter has been carefully noted, and I 

»ant you to know that your interact tad oourteay in writing to th< T 
Bureau are Yery nuch appreciated. Also I met to thank "you for the 
eoiplixentai 7 re*aarke concerning the work of thie Bureau. 

f X “ ^ . roa recdTe additional infontation which you 

beliere to be of intereet to the IBI, I want you to feel free to - 
c^uniqfU with mo or the Special Agent in. Charge of our Dalle* 

Field Diriaion located at 1318 Kercantile Bank Building, Dullaa feacaa. - " ^ 


Texy truly your*. 


^ohn "Edgar floorer 
Director 
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SYNOPSIS OK FACTS: 
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BEmSNCSt 


DETAILS 1 lh« records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street, 

Brooklyn, Her* York, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the 
subject's address was apartment 3F, 82 Washington Place Vmr 

S^H t 4 t ^i , ?/ ere -i^ i t r98 i dea . rtth his Wif8 ‘ - 0,18 «le also contained a’letter 
dated pril 14, 1946, wherein WRIGHT advised he planned to leave the United " 

lf 194 t* jf or * P® 1104 three months in France. The reason 
for this trip was not given in his letter. - g^l 


Subject, negro, resides 82 Washington Place, NYC. 

Ptf l*^ ce ^ wrl t« r > presently working on novel. igESCY- 1^- 
Left U .5. for France, Hay 1946, with return sefcEO. FEC'B 
1946. Reason for trip unknown. BorraEP’^iSSS 
9/4/08, Natchez, Hiss. Broke with CP due to BYfl 
failure to recognize and deal with problems in , 1 

society. r agency/^ i 

\*- tut REQ. REC'D_ 

% ** “ REF'T FOj^ 

Bureau File 100-157464 BY M 

Letters to Bureau, 2/26/45 and 4A7/45 
Bureau letter to SACs, #28, 1946 Series, 3/L2/46 
Bureau letter, 5/7/45 
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date was unknown. It was learned that the e object had left the United states 
. for France around May 1, 1946, and it was beliewed he would return to this 
country la September of this year. The reason for the subject's trip was not 
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